VT Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development
The Whole Child 

The current direction in educational practice and policy focuses overwhelmingly on academic achievement. However, academic achievement is but one element of student learning and development and only a part of any complete system of educational accountability. ASCD believes a comprehensive approach to learning recognizes that successful young people are knowledgeable, emotionally and physically healthy, motivated, civically inspired, engaged in the arts, prepared for work and economic self-sufficiency, and ready for the world beyond their own borders. 

Together, these elements support the development of a child who is healthy, knowledgeable, motivated, and engaged. To develop the whole child requires the following contributions: 

Communities provide

· Family support and involvement.

· Government, civic, and business support and resources.

· Volunteers and advocates.

· Support for district coordinated school health councils or other collaborative structures.
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Schools provide

· Challenging and engaging curriculum.

· Adequate professional development with collaborative planning time embedded within the school day.

· A safe, healthy, orderly, and trusting environment.

· High-quality teachers and administrators.

· A climate that supports strong relationships between adults and students.

· Support for active coordinated school health council or other collaborative structures.

Teachers provide

· Evidence-based assessment and instructional practices.

· Rich content and an engaging learning climate.

· Student and family connectedness.

· Effective classroom management.

· Modeling of healthy behaviors.
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